 

     Oklahoma City or Seattle?
Now those of you that have followed the Sonics, knowing that a move to Oklahoma City is very likely, are probably very frustrated with the relationship between owner Clay Bennett and NBA Commissioner David Stern. If you are not frustrated, it is probably because you do not know anything about the situation. The question that I have is why David Stern is so adamant about the Sonics moving to Oklahoma City? One of their chief arguments is that Oklahoma City, while not having any professional sports teams would draw a large following from the surrounding Midwest cities and states. While that argument may be true if you look at teams such as the Portland trailblazers, Sacramento Kings, Charlotte Bobcats, New Orleans Hornets and all of the other expansion and moved teams, would be a much greater challenge then I think they realize. Knowing from first-hand experience by going to school in the Midwest for a year and a half, people in the Midwest do not like West Coast professional teams, unless it is the Lakers. Therefore, to draw such a crowd you would need an exceptionally good team, which the Sonics are not, even though they have a bright young future. The Hornets for example have had terrible support until recent success in the playoffs, so Clay Bennett and David Stern using that as one of their chief arguments for the move is not a very viable reason. They would be taking a team from the 14th largest market to about the 52nd largest market. So you tell me, since this is all about business and not about the sport, is this a good business decision? 

